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COMHAIRLE CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE 

WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING HELD ON 28th NOVEMBER, 2017 at 5.00pm 

Council Chamber, City Hall, The Mall, Waterford 

PRESENT:           
 

      Cllr. Pat Nugent (Mayor) Cllr. Seamus O’Donnell 
      Cllr. Liam Brazil Cllr. John O’Leary  
      Cllr. Jason Murphy  Cllr. Cha O’Neill  

Cllr. John Cummins Cllr. Michael J O’Ryan  
Cllr. John Carey  Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan  
Cllr. Joe Conway  Cllr. Adam Wyse 
Cllr. Tom Cronin  Cllr. John Pratt 
Cllr. Davy Daniels  Cllr. Eamon Quinlan  
Cllr. Declan Doocey  Cllr. Sean Reinhardt  
Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald  Cllr. Mary Roche 
Cllr. Blaise Hannigan Cllr. James Tobin 
Cllr. Joe Kelly Cllr. Siobhán Whelan  
Cllr. Eddie Mulligan Cllr. Declan Clune  
Cllr. Ray Murphy Cllr. John Hearne 
Cllr. Breda Brennan Cllr. Jim Griffin 

      Cllr. Damien Geoghegan  

 

APOLOGIES:           

         Cllr. Seanie  Power 

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:           

 

 Mr. M. Walsh, Chief Executive  
 Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance 
 Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Corporate, Arts, HR & IS 
 Mr. I. Grimes, Director of Housing, Community & Emergency Services 
 Mr. L. Power Director of Economic Development & Planning 
 Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Roads, Water & Environment  
 Mr. D. Murphy, Financial Management Accountant 
 Mr. B.O’Kane, Financial Management Accountant 

Ms. H. Dunphy, Meetings Administrator 
  

Item No. 
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Chief Executive acknowledged the work of the CPG, Councillors, Management Team & staff in the 
preparation of the budget.  He outlined that it is a positive budget reflecting the first real indication 
of the economy showing signs of recovery.  It is proposed for the first time in ten years to increase 
charges to some extent which will allow the Council to carry out additional work which will have a 
positive effect for the County as a whole, the increase proposed as a 2.5% on commercial rates.  
The key areas for the additional investment were highlighted as additional investment in the roads 
budget, increase in housing stock maintenance programme, establishment of a Cultural Quarter in 
O’Connell Street, Urban and Town Village Renewal Scheme and CPO on vacant homes.  
Investment in the Capital Programme will continue going forward. Chief Executive recommended 
adoption of the budget. 
 
Cllr. Tobin welcomed the recognition of rural towns and villages in the County and investment into 
these areas. Highlighted the development of Dungarvan and the benefit of the Greenway to its 
development and proud of the Greenway as supported by the full Council. 
 
Cllr. O’Ryan concurred with Cllr Tobin and acknowledged the work of the Executive in preparation 
for the budget.  This budget is not just maintaining levels of service but increasing them for 
Waterford.  Welcomed additional funding such as Local Improvement Scheme, CLAR to assist in 
solving the problems of rural decline.  Concerned about Council having to cover costs associated 
with Government initiatives such as the Haddington Road Agreement.   
 
Cllr. Conway welcomed this positive budget, the progression of the Part 8 process for Tramore and 
increase in the roads budget and utilisation of the CPO process.  
 
Chief Executive acknowledged that the Council needs to find a balance.  Corporate plan very 
clearly states that we need to make our town centres succeed as they are the economic drivers for 
County.  Need to find the balance in retaining population in smaller towns and villages so as to 
sustain core services and vibrancy of the communities.  There has been a good level of investment 
in primary towns and from a corporate perspective over coming years there will be an increased 
investment in this area.  The challenge is to pull together the myriad of schemes available to the 
Council to ensure they make a difference.  The budget has been framed in the context to achieve 
this. 
 
Cllr. Kelly acknowledged this is a well balanced budget, there is a progression in what the Council 
are looking to achieve with a planned investment programme.  Increase in the rates is fair and 
reasonable considering that there have been no increases over last ten years.  Main concern 
directed at the Government in that the Council has to endure the costs associated with National 
Agreements.  Government also not providing additional funding for costs associated with the 
construction and maintenance of the Greenway which the Council has had to cover out of existing 
revenue budget.  Progressive step forward for Waterford City and County, welcomes budget even 
with small increase.   
 

Cllr. Mulligan endorsed comments from Cllr O’Ryan and Cllr Kelly in relation to having to fund 20% 
of National Pay Agreements and therefore nuetralising the effect.  Waterford is at a pivotal stage of 
development.  Acknowledge positive funding for Cultural Quarter, Capital funds achievements, 
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prioritising of Tramore and investment in tourism and Greenway during difficult times.  Welcomes 
the development of Mount Congreve into the future.   

Cllr. Quinlan welcomes this progressive investment budget, which will assist in addressing the 
legacy problems of previous years. Recognise the contribution of the business community in order 
to address the problems.  

Cllr. Doucey welcomes positive message for this budget and identification of the need for town and 
villages improvements. 

Cllr. Wyse supports this positive budget, rates buoyancy showing that business is coming back to 
Waterford. Investment in recreation infrastructure, festivals, parks and open spaces all very positive 
for the City and County. 

Cllr. O’Leary supports progressive budget.  Point of clarification asked in relation to the Local 
Property Tax increase, asking that is the LPT formally part of the budget and if you are supporting 
the budget you are supporting the decision to increase the LPT.  

Chief Executive outlined that the decision to increase the property tax is reflected as €233k in the 
budget and reflects as a minimum increase on households.  Collectively acknowledge our assets 
needs to be invested in, daily pressures in relation to Housing and we need to look at what both our 
citizens and commercial sector can bare.   

Cllr. Griffin acknowledged how badly we are represented at National Level and that it’s a poor 
reflection on government when citizens need to make up the shortfall.  It’s unfortunate that we had 
to increase the LPT and put additional pressures on our citizens.  Cllr Griffin asked about the 
collection of rates as there has been a constant shortfall on collection, how can this collection be 
addressed. 

Cllr. Roche acknowledged that all members are working towards the betterment of Waterford.  
While nationally Waterford has been underinvested in, Waterford City and County Council 
continues to invest in libraries, museums, projects like the Greenway and communities in general.  
Cllr Roche looked for timeline in relation to the commencement of investment in playgrounds, they 
are a public investment that owe us the least in relation to the contribution they make to the 
community. Welcome investment in Cultural Quarter.  Proposal to have a science museum in the 
Presbyterys in George’s Street and to work in partnership with Calmast, WIT.  Concerns in relation 
to impact of the increase in traffic, need investment in the Outer Ring Road (from Passage Cross 
across to the Airport road) and a second river crossing. Acknowledge work of the management 
team in being able to continually invest. 

Cllr. Pratt is supportive of the budget and welcomes the investment in local roads.  Highlighted the 
need to have additional funding in footpaths and wants to see a footpath programme being 
developed. 

Cllr. J. Murphy welcomes and supports budget, acknowledged modest increase in rates in the 
context of improvements in services. He welcomes the buoyancy in rental income which shows the 
positive improvements happening locally, improvements to roads, housing maintenance and 
development of the cultural quarter.   
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J. Murphy, HoF, confirmed that the Council will collect the majority of rates due.  Where there are 
difficulties arrangements will be made to accommodate this. 

F. Galvin, DoS, confirmed that the intention is to start a phased refurbishment of replacing 
equipment in the most heavily used playgrounds first, namely Peoples Park in the City and Walton 
Park in Dungarvan. 

Cllr. Clune stated that the Fianna Fail forgot their manifesto in voting for the increase in the LPT.     

Cllr. O’Neill welcomes the budget and investment in Cultural Quarter while acknowledging back 
entrances of hotels need improvements. Welcomes improvements in roads, playgrounds and 
public space.  Acknowledges increase in rates but considering requirements it has been kept at a 
minimum. 

Cllr. Brazil welcomes budget and added investment into roads.  He acknowledges the work of the 
management team in putting together this budget. 

Cllr. O’Donnell welcomes the budget but has a concern about the increase in commercial rates for 
businesses. 

Cllr. Daniels no issue in supporting the budget except for the increase in rates and he is aware of 
concern from businesses regarding this increase.  Welcomes additional funding for roads. 

Cllr. Hearne acknowledges that this is a positive budget, proud of the Greenway, Winterval, 
upgrade of public realm.  His representation is of the more disadvantaged communities, we are 
continually taking away services and we have the position now of people sleeping on the streets.  
Issue with the property tax and won’t be supporting a budget with this increase included in it.  

Cllr. Fitzgerald acknowledges presentation of the budget as part of the process; he welcomes 
certain aspects such as increase in roads.  However there is an increase in business rates, 
increase of LPT tax to produce this budget.  Property tax is actually a home tax, increased for 
those that cannot afford it.  With this tax there are LA tenants who have to pay the tax and the LA 
need to recoup this tax from tenants – it is impacting on those that can ill afford it.  

Chief Executive clarified that WCCC pays the LPT, there has been no increase on rents in last 
three years since the property tax was introduced, tenants have not been charged for the property 
tax. 

Cllr Cummins stated as point of information that Cllr Fitzgerald should withdraw his statement on 
LPT – the increase did not take place. 

Cllr Geoghegan commends members and council in developing and presenting this budget.  He 
welcomed the increase funding for roads, investment in housing maintenance, matched funding for 
town and villages renewal and the Greenway.  The Greenway has transformed the economies of 
communities around the Greenway and new businesses have been created as a result of it. 
Supports increase in payments to staff and should be viewed as positive for all involved.  Positive 
budget that keeps the council on a sound and financial footing. Cllr. Geoghegan proposed to adopt 
the budget as presented, Cllr. Tobin seconded the proposal.  Roll call requested by Cllr. Daniels.  
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Cllr Clune proposed a counter proposal with the following amendments; 

- Increase of 3.0% in commercial rates 
- 10% reduction in festivals budget, this would offset need to have the 2.5% LPT increase. 

€233k would be used to offset property tax and balance of €60k used to fund a full time 
mental health &suicide prevention officer for the community 

 

Chief Executive stated as the decision on LPT has been already taken it cannot be changed; 
therefore counter proposal is not valid. 

23 voted for – 8 voted against 
         FOR                                                 AGAINST                                                ABSTAINED 

Cllr. J. Cummins Cllr. D. Clune  

Cllr. D. Geoghegan 
 
Cllr. D. Daniels 

 

Cllr. L. Brazil                                   Cllr. P. Fitzgerald  
Cllr. J. Carey                                   Cllr. J. Griffin  
Cllr. S. O’Donnell                            Cllr. J. Hearne  
Cllr. J. Murphy                                                                                                                               Cllr. B. Brennan  
Cllr. T. Cronin                                                                                                                          Cllr. S. Reinhardt  
Cllr.  D. Doocey                                                                                                                           Cllr. S. Whelan  
Cllr. C. O’Neill   
Cllr. E Mulligan                                                                                                                              
Cllr. P. Nugent  (Mayor)                                                                                                                         
Cllr. J. O’Leary                                                                                                                                   
Cllr. M.J. O’Ryan                                                                                                                                 
Cllr. S. Power                                                                                                                                                
Cllr. J. Pratt                                                                                                                                              
Cllr. E. Quinlan   
Cllr. J. Tobin                                                                                                                                            
Cllr. J. Conway   
Cllr. B. Hannigan   
Cllr. J. Kelly   
Cllr. M.Roche   
Cllr.  R. Murphy   
Cllr. L. O’Sullivan                                                                                                                                                             
Cllr. A. Wyse    
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:_____________________  Dated:_____________ 
 Mayor  

 


	COMHAIRLE CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE
	WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL

